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August 20,2007 

The Honorable Edmund 43. Brown, Jr. 
Attorney General of California 
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 
San Francisco, CA 941 02 

Dear Attorney General Brown, 

On July 30,2007, the Sari Diego City Council voted to request your analysis of San 
Diego City Attorney Michael Aguine's meinorandurn uf law regarding the "'Legality of 
Proposal to Require the City Attorney to Obtain City Council Approval Before Filing 
Cases," dated JuIy 20,2007. 

In particular, the City Council requested your legal opinion on the issue of whether the 
Appropriations Ordinance, as passed by the City Council, properly involtes City Coi~rlcil 
budgetary authority without improperly restricting the City Attorney's powers under state 
law. 

As a Stare Assemblyman who represents a portion of tile City of San Diego, I think it is 
important tnat the request of the San Diego City Council be fulfilled. Thank you for your 
prompt attention to this matter. I lcrok forward to continuing to work with you. 

Sincqely, 

Assemblyman, 75 District 
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August 30,2007 

Gmrge A. Plmeia 
Assmblpember, 75" B i s ~ c t  
California Legislatwrs 
P.0, Box 942849 
S ento, CA 94249-0075 

Dear Assemblymember Plescia: 

By letter dated August 20,2007, YOU quested on behalf of the San Diego City Council 
an opinion of the Altorncy Qenersl conc g w h e k  the Appropriations Ordinance, as passlsd 
by the San Diego City Coundll, s the ~13uneil's budgefavy au&arity without 
impmpaly r e s ~ ~ h g  thp sity akornqr's pwers undnr gate law, 

Our aufkority to issue opiniom to 'public agencies and ofi~ials is govmed by section 
125 19 of the Govement Code. It ku long been our prdw that '%he Attomey 
declinm opinion requests calling for the inteq,reLation of lscd 
wgulations or rules." (S(5ce 66 Ops,Cd,Aw.Oen. Foreword (1 
For rhis rema, yow rquest is respecthlly declined. 

If you have any questions regading our poli~ies or would like to disws this matter 
er, please give me a mil, 

RODNEY O. LILI(QUIST 
Senior Aasigtrunt Attsrney Genesal 

For ED 6. B R O W  JR. 
ABomey General 
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Hoilorable Jim Madaffer 
City of San Diego 
202 C Street 
San Diego, GA 921 01 

RE: Opinion Request 

Dear C~uncilman Madaffer: 

Per your request, I submitted a written request on bel-lalf of the City of San Diego seeking 
a legal opinion from Attoiney Gencral Edmund G. Brown's office regarding the issuc of 
wllether the City Appropriation Ordinance, as passed. by the City Council, properly 
invokes City Council budgetary authority without improperly restricting the City 
Attorney's powers under State law. 

1 regret to inform you the request was denied. As specified in the attached letter, "'it has 
long been o w  practice that the Attonley General declines opinion requests calling for 
interpretation of local charters, ordinances, resolutions, regulations or rules." 

My officc contacted the local Sail Biego office of the Attomey General to discuss this 
nmtter further. Unfortunately, the office did not have a recommendation on how to 
f~rrther proceed with this request. 

If there is anything our ofice can do to further assist the City of San Diego, pleasc do not 
hesitate to  all my office. 

- GEORGE A. PLESC~A 
Asset~~blyman, 75'h District 
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